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Great Britain is the name of the largest island of the British Isles and it is made up of England, Scotland and Wales, it doesn’t include Northern Ireland. 
Geographically the island of Great Britain is subdivided into two main regions—Highland Britain and Lowland Britain. Lowland Britain comprises southern and eastern England. Highland Britain consists of Scotland, most of Wales, the Pennines, and the Lake District. The Pennine Chain extends southward from the Cheviot Hills into the Midlands. 
The main rivers of Great Britain are: the Severn, the Avon, the Thames and some others. There are many lakes in Great Britain. The coasts of British Isles are washed by the North Sea, the Irish Sea, the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. 
Scotland includes the Hebrides off the west coast, and the Orkney and Shetland Islands off the north coast. It is bounded by the North Sea in the east. The Highlands of Scotland are among the oldest mountains in the world. Most of the population of Scotland is concentrated in the Lowlands. Here on the Clyde, is Glasgow, Scotland’s biggest city. 
Wales is a highland country of old, hard rocks. North Wales is a country of mountains and deep valleys. South Wales is a land of high hills and wide valleys. The pride of Wales in scenery is Snowdonia, a region of high mountains. Snowdon is the highest mountain in England and Wales.   
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This is a popular name given to the flag of Great Britain. Actually it is called the Union Flag and it is a mixture of several flags.
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It all began in 1606 when Scotland was joined to England and Wales. The Scottish flag, St. Andrew’s Cross, blue with a white cross from corner to corner, was joined to the English flag, St. George’s cross, white with a red cross. The flag of St. George can still be seen on churches in England.
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Later, in 1801, when Ireland was joined to the Union, as it was called, the Irish Flag of St. Patrick’s Cross was added, white with a red cross from corner to corner.
In this way the English people got the Union Flag which is red, white and blue. King James the Third (1566—1622) ordered that the Union Flag should be flown on the main mast of all British ships, expect on ships of war. Here the flag was flown at the front of the ships, on what was called the bowsprit. The end of the bowsprit was called the Jack Star and so we get the name of Union Jack. A “jack”, by the way, is an old word for sailor. The Union Jack is also on the flags of Australia and New Zeland.
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England

in Lowlands. It has wide green plains; many beautiful towns and well-known places are situated here.  
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Scotland
mostly in Highlands. It is not so popular as England, but has its own places of interest and beautiful towns. 
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Wales

welsh landscapes mostly are similar to landscapes of England, but there are some differences: Wales has mountainous part with the highest mountain in England and Wales. Wales is well-known for its castles and wonderful countryside. 
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Northern Ireland

is not situated on Great Britain island, but on Ireland. It was joined to United Kingdom in 1801.
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London is the capital of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Historically London consists of two parts: City of London and City of Westminster. There are many beautiful buildings in the City of London. They are: the Tower of London, Tower Bridge, Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Houses of Parliament with Big Ben—the greatest clock in London, Whitehall, Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus and so on.
[image: image35.jpg]§
5
R





[image: image36.jpg]



[image: image37.jpg]=

Esg‘




[image: image38.jpg]



[image: image39.jpg]




